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Introduction
This year the United States’ Department of Education Title VI programs will celebrate their fiftieth anniversary.  During the Cold War, the United States’ government passed the National Defense Education Act to marshal all possible resources to improve education in multiple subject areas, initiating the development of National Research Centers (NRCs) in universities across the country in addition to supporting the race to the moon.  Focusing on various geographic regions, including Africa, Asia, and Latin America, these centers were funded to provide support for scholars working in the language, literature and cultures of countries around the world with special emphasis on the vernacular languages.  The overarching purpose was the enhancement of American understanding of areas outside of our borders.   One of the key factors for any university receiving these grants has always been the existence of library resources that will support scholarship in the respective areas.(1)  The NRC is in many ways the foundation for area studies librarianship.
There are a limited number of these Title VI grants, and there is a great deal of competition for them.  However, it is not necessary to be a large research institution to be actively involved in area, international, or global studies and to call upon the library collections and librarians to support these efforts.  Institutions with as few as 500 hundred students are fully engaged in providing study abroad opportunities, sister institution or Memorandum of Agreement arrangements, and others even enjoy recognition as educational non-governmental organizations with consultative status to the United Nations.   All of this engagement is a reflection of the revolution in technology, and the revolution in communications and information that is discussed in Thomas Friedman’s work the Lexis and the Olive Tree.(2)  This engagement is also reflected in the growing interest in international librarianship.
International and Global Education
An increasing number of library schools are offering courses related to “international” or “global studies” librarianship.  The content of the courses vary.  In some cases, individual speakers are brought in to describe their experiences and approaches to this type of work.  In other cases, courses center on a more traditional, resource-based approach.  It is most interesting, probably because of the nature of librarianship in the United States, that much of the philosophy of teaching in this area has at its roots a concern for the information rights of individuals.  Civil rights, human rights, and the effects of globalization are all part of the concept of international/global librarianship.  The interested individual has probably read David Held, Thomas Friedman, Joseph Steiglitz, Manual Castells and many others to provide grounding in the concepts and arguments related to globalization. (3,4,5,6)  Less often, library school students are exposed to more practical advice regarding the challenges of working in this area.
This type of librarianship is not just about a desire to travel to interesting and even exotic places.  It implies a real concern about how information is shared, developed, collected, and controlled.  The pre-eminent organization related to this practice is the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA).  Their annual conferences provide librarians with the opportunity to present papers, serve on committees, and network with others in far flung corners of the world (at least in terms of the United States).  IFLA is more than just an organization that provides an opportunity for travel.  It works in many areas to promote freedom of information and the ability of citizens to access this information.  Although this is usually the first organization that individuals think of when discussing international or global librarianship, there are many others.  Regional organizations also play a very important role in the dispersion of information and understanding of the rights of citizens.  These organizations provide technological resources and expertise to developing countries, as well as providing digital resources to institutions in more developed nations.
The field of international librarianship can be thought of as “wide-open” at this point in time.  Those involved can find a large number of projects that require attention and thought.  The World Summit on the Information Society included input from the library world.  The narrowing of the digital divide can be greatly accelerated by the interest of librarians.  One of the largest areas calling for library and information science expertise is that of grey literature.  What really happens to all of the reports produced by non-governmental organizations?  Who is capturing the history of extreme interest groups on the World Wide Web?  Is everything really available on the Internet?  These are some of the questions ripe for research and discovery by library and information science professionals, and very applicable to global or international librarianship.
Acting Globally
There are some caveats for those interested in this type of librarianship however.  First and foremost might be, don’t walk into it with any preconceived notions.  You will always be surprised by something.  For example, librarians are very good at filling out and returning surveys.  It is quite natural for those involved in information delivery and sharing to understand this as a type of communication, especially in the western world.  This is not the case with many other populations.  If you are working with an audience outside of your profession and country, you might want to consider a wide variety of methodologies.  Also, on a personally practical side, remember that if you are traveling long distances it is important to “live in the moment.”  Flights will be delayed, connections missed and you may find yourself in circumstances you never really thought you would have to deal with.  But, you will also encounter people who will broaden your understanding of the world you live in, and move you to a greater appreciation of the needs and desires of others.  You might develop a better understanding of how developing nations can practice technological leapfrogging through wireless connectivity, cell phone technology, and solar cell generation of electricity.  You might develop a better understanding of how government policies can stifle development of information infrastructure through active and passive obstruction.  You will discover the many ways in which we are different as cultures, and the many ways we are alike as human beings.
At home as well there are several approaches to engaging in this type of librarianship.  Semantically, there is a difference between international studies and global studies.  The first term implies work in an area that includes the disciplines of political science, economics, history, sociology and perhaps language and culture in a specific region.  It can be argued that international studies is very multi-disciplinary in scope as it pulls in methodology and teaching from a variety of disciplines and seeks to integrate them.  Global studies on the other hand looks at the effects of political, economic, historic, and environmental aspects of many societies and how these societies interact with one another.  It tends to be interdisciplinary as it looks at the ways in which over 6 billion people have to learn to live together.  Global studies provides a macro-view in some sense, while international studies provides a more directed view of the world.  In many ways this difference is moot for librarians, and for our purposes here the terms are interchangeable.  Librarians have always been both multi-disciplinary and interdisciplinary in our approach to the world of information.  There are implications for the relationships between area studies, global studies, and other disciplines that scholars are still trying to articulate.
The ways in which services to both global and international studies are supported is quite varied as well.  Some librarians work in a traditional role as subject specialists or area studies specialists.  Others have responsibilities expanded to include the consideration of international/global studies as part of their positions.  In some cases, councils of librarians from various disciplines are brought together to cooperate in the collection of resources and delivery of services in these areas.  Some are appointed as embedded or field librarians in the specific units dealing with these studies.
The Future of Global and Area Studies
What does the future hold in the next fifty years?  Experience would indicate that there will be a definite blurring of borders between the traditional area studies and the more recent thematic studies such as global studies, environmental studies, gender studies, and ethnic studies.   With the advent of the online catalog and more accessible electronic databases, the traditional assumptions that materials for a specific region, or in a specific language need to be collocated and shelved in separate areas for the user to browse holds less importance.   This does not imply, however, that the expertise housed in the area studies library will hold less importance.  Perhaps it means that rather than focusing downward on the unique qualities of a geographic area, the scholar and librarian should focus outward to the way in which this uniqueness interacts with the larger social and political networks.
Cross-pollination is already occurring for many scholars in the social and cultural fields and libraries will be expected to support the variety of interdisciplinary studies.  How can environmental sustainability be effectively explored without exposure to biology, ecology, policy-making, and economics?  How can human rights issues be explored without including law, philosophy, sociology, politics and, perhaps, religious thought?   How can survey research, so often used by social scientists in the western world, be changed to accommodate cultural differences?  These are just a few examples of the need for the understanding of interconnectedness that is implicit in global and international studies.  
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